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2>GOING FISHING?

ALWAYS BRING YOUR VISPAS!

Many fishing waters
with the VISpas

The Netherlands is a true para-
dise for anglers. Compared to
other countries, we have many
fishing waters, the greater num-
ber of which can be fished by
VISpas holders.

The VISpas and Lijst van Viswa-
teren (List of Fishing Waters) to-
gether form the fishing permit.
You need to carry both when
fishing. It is also legally valid to
have the VISplanner with you
instead of the booklet. Take a
look at www .visplanner.nl or
download the free app for your
smartphone!

The VISpas is the proof of
membership of a fishing club
associated with the Royal Dutch
Angling Association, Sortvisserij
Nederland. On average, mem-
bership amounts from 30 to 40

4 Fishing inHOLLAND
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euros per year. As a member,
you are entitled to fish with two
rods and all permitted types of
bait in all waters included in the
Gezamenlijke Lijst van
Nederlandse Viswateren (Joint
List of Dutch Fishing Waters)
and waters of the club list (if in-
cluded).

Buy the VISpas

Order your VISpas easy online
at www.vispas.nl. After pay-
ment by VISA or Mastercard
you'll receive an automatic
e-mail with a temporary permit
that allows you to go fishing im-
mediately. It is also possible to
buy a VISpas in one of the an-
gling shops in The Netherlands.

i

ViSpas

PETER WISLER
BODFBLEILARN 104

4463 GA KDRTGENE
23051963

ey van fedmaatichan Ve
HOORD-BIVELANOSE HSY
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The Netherlands is the ideal
destination for anglers!, for
the weekend or holiday. Let
yourself be surprised by the
great fishing adventures you
can have here!

A large part of the Netherlands
is situated below sea level,
making it one of the most wa-
tery countries in the world.
From mighty rivers and the riv-
er delta to vast areas of wet-
land. From the characteristic
polders to the canals of Amster- = @
dam; the Netherlands has it all,

and all these waters are great

= for angling. Go on big fishing = :
= adventures with mon- =
strous pikes, huge perch, beau-
tiful carps and strong sea bass.
Or take it easy, angling

for bream, tench or the com-
mon roach.

Would you rather go catch
some marine fish? That’s also
possible in the Netherlands.
There are plenty of hotspots
along our more than 500 kilo-
metres long coastline. Beaches,
ports, piers, the famous Zeeland
Delta and the Wadden Islands.
B All these spots offer an oppor-
Check de video's f='8 tunity to catch a wide variety
op www.fishing - : of tasty marine fish.
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"UNDER

The (cheaper) Jeugd-
VISpas < 14 years old
Youngsters under 14 (reference
date 1January) who want to
fish with two rods and any per-
mitted bait can obtain the
JeugdVISpas (junior fishing
pass). When purchasing a
JeugdVISpas, you are automati-
cally a member of a fishing club
and have all the advantages
granted with a VISpas. How-
ever, the JeugdVISpas is consi-
derably cheaper as compared to
the VISpas, but it has much less
possibilities.

If you are not yet 14 and want
to fish in the water of a local
club with one rod with desig-
nated types of bait, it is usually
possible to purchase a junior

1713_Brochure_105x189mm ENG.indd &

permit from the fishing club
(Jeugdvergunning), in which
case a JeugdVISpas is not
required.

Order the JeungISpas on
WWW.V L or buy it in
the local anglmg shop!

Youngsters can fish for
free

Youth under 14 do not require a
junior permit (Jeugdvergun-
ning) or JeugdVISpas if they
fish under the supervision of an
adult who has a valid VISpas or
Kleine VISpas. There is one limi-
tation: youngsters are permit-
ted to fish with no more

than one rod and under the
same conditions as the super-
visor.
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With your VISpas you're al-
lowed to cast a line in over go%
of the Dutch waters. All of
these waters are listed in the
accompanying “Gezamenlijke —
lijst van Nederlandse viswater- -
en” (Joint list of Dutch fishing ! — - i w”_h“m'f
waters), the booklet. It is also Filter en legenda
legally valid to have the VIS-
planner with you instead of
the booklet.
@ The VISplanner was specially
developed for you, the angler,
so that you can find out in an
instant where you're allowed
to angle with your VISpas. The
VISplanner is freely available
as an app for i0S and Android
and as a website and a mobile
site. By selecting a body of wa-
ter, you'll be shown informa-
tion on that particular water.
The VISplanner is free, always
up-to-date, always at hand and
preserves the environment.
More information and a short
instruction video you will find
ERRGE e

BETES B Google Play
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“IN HOLLAND YOU CAN BUY
YOUR PERMIT - THE VISPAS
- FOR LESS THEN 40 EUROS.
YOU ARE ALLOWED TO FISH
IN .- c0 00 OF THE
DUTCH WATERS”

e ikt

Fishing in HOLLAND 9
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WHAT CAN
I CATCH?

The Netherlands has healthy
and varied fish stock. This auto-
matically means that we have
something to offer for every
kind of angler. Go on big fishing
adventures with mon-

strous pikes, huge perch, beau-
tiful carps, strong sea bass and
many white fish species.

In our fishing calendar you can
see exactly when it's the best
period to catch specific species
in The Netherlands. It also
shows you exactly when there’s
a closed season.

Xm A year-round ban (in-
cluding carp, pike and eel) ap-
plies to a number of waters on
the list. This is made known at
the relevant federations and/or
waters.

HOLLAND
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>>LEGAL RULES,
CONDITIONS AND
CODES OF CONDUCT

(Sport) fishing is regulated in the Fisheries Law of 1963. The
most important statutory rules are described below.

: Vpas
VISPAS (FISHING xlfmx %

LICENCE) e

o W)

Every inland water angler requi- The same applies to the Kleine
res written permission from the  VISpas, which together with the
owner of the fishing rights to Small List Fishing Waters consti-
the water where he/she wishes  tutes the permit. As from 2015
to fish. In most cases, the holder the combination of a ViSpas and
of the fishing rights is a rod ViSplanner also constitutes valid
-@ sports club or federation that permission (see @

has hired the rights for its mem- or download the free
bers and makes them available  ViSplanner app).
by means of licences.

The Kleine ViSpas does

The written permission descri- not allow fishing for predatory
bes where and in which conditi-  fish (pike and pike perch) and is
ons may be fished. Togetherthe  intended only for fishing during
ViSpas and accompanying List(s) the day and on a limited number
of Fishing Waters form the (and parts) of large rivers and
licence that allows you to fish in  lakes. These waters are listed in
waters states on the list(s). the Kleine Lijst van Viswateren

(Small List of Fishing Waters)

supplied

Dead bait fish

LA Special conditions apply to small fish that are caught and
‘8 which the angler intends to use as bait. These conditions
1 have been listed in the ‘Algemene Voorwaarden gebruik
‘250 VISpas'(General terms of use VISpas). Holders of the
1. M Small VISpas (Kleine VISpas) are obliged to release all
" fish caught into the same water, alive and unharmed!

12 Fishing in HOLLAND
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The designated
kinds of bait are:
bread, potato,
dough, cheese,
grains, seeds, worms,
prawns, insects and
insect larvae and
small imitations of PROHIBITION ON
these (nolarger than 2.5 THE USE OF LIVE
cm). Only holders of a BAIT

VISpas are, under strict re-
strictions, allowed to use animal It is forbidden to use ver-

products, a dead fish or a piece tebrates as bait for fishing

@ of fish (regardless of size) orany  NENJERIERH RET T T IET T @
kind of lure. The terms and con- reptiles, birds or mam-
ditions come with the VISpas in mals). Fishing with maggots,

writing, but they can also be worms, etc. is allowed.
viewed in the VISplanner.

£ alonger

A prohibition of certain =
closed time applies to

types of bait applies

from 1 April until the a number of waters
last Saturday in May. in the fishing water
During this period, it lists. This is stated in
is forbidden to fish the federations and/
with: slaughter prod- or at the waters con-
ucts, a dead fish or a piece cerned. For the Usselmeer

of fish (regardless the size), any Lake, this prohibition applies
type of artificial bait with the from 16 March through 30 June.
exception of fishing flies small-

er than 2.5 cm.

Fishing in HOLLAND 13
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2> MINIMUM SIZES

OF FISH SPECIES

Chub

30 cm

Flounder

20Cm

River
lamprey
m

IR

Minimummaat
vissoorten

If you catch a fish that is smaller
than the minimum size for the
type, you are required to imme-
diately put it back in the same
water.

* (With the exception of the
Isselmeer), you are permitted to
carry live undersized perch, pro-
vided that the fishis keptina
keepnet or bucket and is put
back into the same water alive.
The number of dead perch un-
der the minimum size someone

14 Fishing in HOLLAND

may carry as bait has been es-
tablished to a maximum of 20
specimens (with the exception
of the Usselmeer).

Protected fish species
The Flora and Fauna Act in-
cludes a number of fish species
that are not permitted to be
fished. These are: eel, schneider,
brook lamprey, bitterling, min-
now, houting, European weath-
erfish, spined loach, bullhead
and sturgeon.

If one of these species of fish is
caught, they must immediately

®
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be put back in the same water.
Always put back fish if you do
not know what species it is (also
check www.nederlandsevissen.
nl or download the free
Vissengids App).

Prohibition to take eel
Due to water pollution, dams
and overfishing the eel is threat-
ened in its existence. Therefore
all sportfishermen in the

Netherlands must return every
eel caught directly in the same
water.

Report poaching
Always report (suspected)
poaching at the concerning
fishing federation or go to
www.visstroperij.nl (Dutch).

CLOSED TIME FOR
FISH SPECIES

FISH SPECIES
Pike
Zander and perch

Barbel, chub, ide
River lamprey

Brown trout

Seatrout, salmon, allis shad, twaite
shad, burbot, dace, nose carp, gray-
ling, sea lamprey and European
catfish

1713_Brochure_105x189mm ENG.indd 15

CLOSED PERIOD

1 march until the last Saturday in
may

1april until the last Saturday in
may

1april until the 1June
1november until 1 February

1 october until 1 april

the entire year

16-11-17 13:41
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“ANGLERS WILL HAVE TO
ADHERETOA /). ") ./
L daiilaild ) e FOR
smﬁmunm
ANGLING - WHICH YOU CAN
FIND IN THE LIST OF FISHING
WATERS AND THE
VISPLANNER APP”7

Fishing in HOLLAND 17

1713_Brochure_105x189mm ENG.indd 17 16-11-17 13:4



It is forbidden:

More information you will find
on http://www.sportvisserij-
nederland.nl/vispas/vispas-
english
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CODES OF CONDUCT

Responsible

In addition to the legal fishing rules and condi-
tions, codes of conduct have been set up with
‘rules of play’ concerning the size of fish, use of

lead, keepnets. These important rules of play are iEI = a1ois

also described in the Joint List of Dutch Fishing Read more

Waters and VISplanner. about the
Dutch sport

The main rules for handling fish are: fishing cul-
Try to prevent the hook from being swallowed.  ture and rules
Touch caught fish with wet hands only. and watch the
Remove the hook with extreme caution. video

Put fish back in the same water undamaged.

Only use a keepnet when absolutely neccessary.

Try to reduce the use of lead, use an ecofriendly

alternative when possible.

W

bi

W

W
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NIGHT FISHING
AND FISHING WITH
THREE RODS

Night fishing is defined as: an-
gling in the time frame from two
hours after sundown to one hour
before sunrise. Nature reserves

may be subject to alternative reg-

ulations!
In the Netherlands you're al-
lowed to engage in night fishing
all year through. You do however
—in addition to your VISpas —
need a Night Fishing Permit. If
you want to angle with three
rods, you need a Third Rod Per-
mit. Both can be ordered here:
www sportvisserijnederland.nl.
Note: you need to already own
the VISpas.
Both the Night Fishing Permit
and the Third Rod Permit consist
of a hologram sticker that you
stick to the back of the VISpas. If
you want to have both permits
there is the combi hologram
sticker.
The Night Fishing and Third Rod
Permit are valid all year through
and strictly personal. You only
need to buy the permit(s)
once if you have
more than one
personal VIS-

ot 34 december 2013
T Tt 4 Bipesarende
an tanan
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pas. The Gezamenlijke Lijst van
Nederlandse Viswateren (Joint
List of Dutch Fishing Waters)

shows through symbols where
both of these permits are valid.

The municipality is authorised to
regulate the use of tents or shel-
ters and camping gear in the local
ordinance (‘Algemene Plaatselijke
Verordening', APV). You can usual-
ly consult this local ordinance on
the website of the municipality. If
the use of a tent is allowed, then
the party granting this permis
sion may state additional restric-
tions to this use — as is the case
with night fishing. In order to find
out whether it is allowed touse a
tent you should therefore refer to
the local ordinance and subse-
quently refer to the written an-
gling permit.

The spots where the use of a shel-
ter is allowed are included in the
Combined list of Angling waters
(Gezamenlijke Lijst van Neder-
landse Viswateren) and these
spots are indicated with the sym
bol . For waters that do not have
this symbol it is either not al
lowed to use a shelter, or it is un
known whether this is allowed. In
order to find out whether or not it
is allowed to use a shelter at these
spots one should refer to the local
ordinance.

16-11-17 13:4
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are endless in the Netherlands.
% Depending on the time of year
there are all kinds of fish to be
caught along the entire Dutch
coastline, such as various kinds
of flatfish, young cod, whiting,
pouting, seabass, mackerel,
horse mackerel, garfish, twaite
shad and mullet.

The real hotspots are the piers
of [jmuiden and Scheveningen,
the Rotterdam port area and the
Zeeland Delta. Although you
won't go home empty handed

22 Fishing in HOLLAND
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at pretty much any other place.
Then there’s also the unique
Wadden islands with their se-
rene tranquillity, where it's good
fishing for seabass — especially
in late summer. There are mini-
mum size requirements for the
various species of fish that ap-
ply in the coastal waters. Also be
sure to check the tide table be-
fore you go fishing and mind
your own safety!

Read more about sea fishing,
rules and minimum sizes on
www.fishinginhelland.nl.

16-11-17 13:48



2> MINIMUM SIZES
SEA FISH SPECIES

When a fish smaller than the minimum size is caught, it must be
immediately put back in the same water; this stipulation applies

to fish caught in all waters!
Eel” 28 cm
Anchovy 12cm
Ling 70cm
Flounder 20 cm
Herring 20 cm
Hake 27 cm
Scad 15 cm
Cod™* 35cm
Ling 63 cm
Mackerel 30 cm
Sardine 1 cm
Megrim 20 cm
Haddock 30 cm
Plaice 27 cm
Sole 24 cm
Whiting 27cm
Pollack 30 cm
Sea bass** 42 cm
Saithe 35 cm

1713_Brochure_105x189mm ENG.indd 23

* A legal prohibition applies to an-
glers all year round for possessing
eel, salmon, allis shad, twaite shad,
sea lamprey, sturegon and sea
trout in all waters.

** The following applies to anglers:

1. It is forbidden to carry over 25
cod or over 20 kilograms of cod
at sea, in the sea areq, coastal

waters, fishing zone or in the
immediate vicinity of these
waters.

2. It is forbidden to land sea bass
or cod that is filleted or with
the head removed.

3. As from 1January 2016, it is
forbidden in the period from 1
January until 1 July to possess
sed bass. In the period from 1
Juli until 1 January it is forbid-
den to possess more than 1sea
bass.

-— Vi
>~

Wanning The rules with regard
to sea bass are changing rapidly on
account of European legislation. Visit
www.sportvisserijnederland.nl (click
on the sea bass file) for the most
recent requlations with regard to sea
bass and other species of sea fish.

Fishing in HOLLAND 23
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>>FACILITIES

The Netherlands has excellent facilities for those wanting to cast
a line while on holiday. There are plenty of angling shops
throughout the Netherlands that will gladly help you get going
with tackle and bait, the best local fishing spots and up-to-date in-
formation about catches. You can also buy your VISpas at one of
these angling shops (which is even easier to do in advance, via
www.vispas.nl

You will find at www.fishinginholland.nl/english/map an over-
view of commercial fishing ponds, charter boats and professional
fishing guides who will gladly facilitate the fishing trip of your
life — success is guaranteed! Finally this website provides you
with an overview of suitable accommodations!

HOLLAND
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~ “PIKE CAN BE FOUND IN ALL
DUTCH TYPES OF WATER —
FROM SMALL PASTURES TO
THE LARGER RIVERS AND
LAKES - AND CAN GROW TO
COLOSSAL SIZES”

Fishing in HOLLAND 27
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On www.fishinginholland.nl
the 20 top of fishing destina-
tions in the Netherlands are
listed for you. You can go an-
gling anywhere in the Nether-
lands, but of course there are a
few real hotspots. We have
something to match every-
body’s preferences: the top 20
fishing destinations is a varied
mix of major cities like Am-
sterdam and Rotterdam, the
best fishing rivers, the most
beautiful polders and the
greatest sea fishing spots.

Fishing spots and map
You are provided with a short
description of what to expect
with each destination. Based
on your preferences you can
choose the spot that fits you
best.

The destinations are being
supported by professional
photo’s and video'’s. Whether
you're fishing for predatory
fish, coarse fish/silver fish (for
instance the roach, rudd or
bream), carp or if you're a
sea-angler. Be inspired by the
wide variety of destinations
on www.fishinginholland.nl!

78 Fishing in HOLLAND
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On you can
read what the Netherlands has to offer you per each fishing tech-
nique. Because whether you're after predatory fish, carp, witvis, sea
@ fish or if you're fly fishing: it’s all possible in the Netherlands! Fish @
from the shore, from a boat or use the services of a fishing guide or
simply cast a line at the camping place.

The most important information is listed for all types of fishing, so
that you know the possibilities. Because they are plenty!

30 HOLLAND
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Free duo

FISHING PERMIT

The duo fishing permit ("Mee- ber, friend or acquaintance for a
VIStoestemming") is a free per-  day for free in order to intro-
mission for one person to fish duce them to angling. The best
along with a holder of the VIS- ambassador for angling is you!
pas for a single day at a fishing Visit www.meevistoestem-
spot that is included in the ming.nl (Dutch), read the condi-
Combined list of Dutch fishing tions and order right away!
waters.

This means that you, being a
member of an affiliated angling
association (VISpas holder),
may bring along a family mem-

.n"{“: e

ey Lo
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@ More information

V24
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Nederland
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Sportvissery]

www.fishinginholland.nl

Provided by:

Royal Dutch Angling Association
Postbus 162, 3720 AD Bilthoven,
Telefoon (+31) (0)30 605 84 0O
www. sportvisserijnederland.nl
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